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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad 
you’re here. 

 
Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a 
visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill out and 
either hand to an usher or drop in the offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 
Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are available 
at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 
communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament 
here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, 
“This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at the 
head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to 
commune but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the 
pastor or assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free 
host, quietly ask the pastor. 
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First Sunday of Advent 
December 1, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying,” J. S. Bach 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

In the name of the Father, and the +  Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
 Amen. 

A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!  Make his 
paths straight!”  Brothers and sisters, let us confess our sin in the presence 
of God and of one another 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

Gracious God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

Gathering Song “Fling Wide the Door,” #259 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
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Kyrie  A cantor sings the verses; the congregation responds, “Lord have mercy” 

Cantor:  For watchful and ready hearts as we await the 
King of kings, Let us pray to the Lord. Refrain – All 

 

 
 

Cantor:  For wisdom to see, for openness to hear, 
and for courage to proclaim the advent of God’s reign, 
Let us pray to the Lord.  Refrain – All 

 
Cantor: For God’s rule of peace and justice,  

for God’s kingdom of truth and love,  
Let us pray to the Lord. Refrain – All 

 

Advent Candle Lighting Today’s word: “Watch!” 

Blessed are you, God of Jacob, for you promise to transform weapons of 
war into implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of 
peace; you promise that our night of sin is far gone and that your day of 
salvation is dawning. As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us 
from our sleep, wrap us in your light, empower us to live honorably, and 
guide us along your path of peace. 
 O house of Jacob, come, 
 let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen. 

 
Singing— 

  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 And ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here 
 Until the Son of God appear. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! 
 Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in 
the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 



5 

 

You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.   
    2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the 
hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God 
of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many 
peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 
    5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
 The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm  122 

 
Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 
 

 

 

1I was glad when they | said to me, 
  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 
2Now our | feet are standing 
  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
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  that is at unity | with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 
  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. Refrain 
 
5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
  the thrones of the | house of David. 
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
  “May they pros- | per who love you. Refrain 
 

Second Reading Romans 13:11-13 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as 
in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Gospel Acclamation “Hark the Glad Sound,” #239 stanzas 1, 3 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
the Savior promised long; 
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
He comes the broken heart to bind, 
the bleeding soul to cure, 
and with the treasures of his grace 
to enrich the humble poor. 

 

Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 
those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 
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nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at 
an unexpected hour.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

Stand as you are able  

Song of the Day “Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying,” #436 

Confession of Faith 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Stir up your power, O Lord. . .  
. . . and protect us by your strength. 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
 

You may be seated 
 

Offering “Fling Wide the Door,” Robert Buckley Farlee 

Stand as you are able 
 

Presentation of the Gifts “Blessed Be the God of Israel,” 

 #250 stanzas 1, 2 

Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free 
and raises up new hope for us: a Branch of David’s tree 
So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm 
God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm. 
 
With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, 
the oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; 
that we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise. 
in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 

 
God of abundance, 
You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope as 
we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of all 
that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
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Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 

 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 
To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
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Communion 

 

 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” #490 
“O Day of Peace” #711 
 

Stand as you are able 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come when 
hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now in the 
strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for all creation, 
and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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Sending Song “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers,” #244 

  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending,” Healey Willan 

 
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  
Psalm 122:1:  Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A© 2007  Augsburg Fortress 
Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” Text 
©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
 

 

Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Ron Coulter (8:30); Dave Lamar (11) 
 

Lectors – David Kukelhan (8:30); James Quayle (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Alan Parrott, Kent Skurkey, Christa Turnbull (8:30); 
James Quayle, Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard (11:00) 

 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings (8:30);  
Adam Digney, Ella Pierse (11:00) 

 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Cantor – Trudy Gustke (8:30); Helen Casselberry (11) 
 

Deacons – Matt Berghaus, Raffee Johns (8:30);  
Amy Hunger, Mark Hunger (11:00) 

 

Greeters—Jill & Scott Straffen (8:30); 
Kathy & Pat Gallagher (11:00) 

 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Craig Jernigan, Steve Swanson (8:30);  
Julia Ellerbruch, Dana Quayle, Craig Stinard (11:00) 

 

Trustee – David Fretthold 
 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Debbie Luekens 
 

Nursery –Jodi Norris, Kaylie Norris (11:00) 
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In our Prayers 

+ The Church’s witness to the world’s hope in Christ 

+ All who ache for an end to war and violence 

+ The world’s refugees, longing for home 

+ Retail workers in this season of shopping 

+ Expectant mothers, and the babies they await 

+ The ill: Lou Celesky, Becky Eicher, Sue Nerlinger, Phil Neumann,  
Rae Szabo 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 
Dec. 3—FRANCIS XAVIER, d. 1552, the great missionary to Asia.   
 
Dec. 4—JOHN OF DAMASCUS, d. 749, a highly influential theologian and 
hymnwriter.   
 
Dec. 6—NICHOLAS, d. 342, a bishop renowned for his gifts to the poor and 
faintly honored as Santa Claus.   

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Second Sunday in Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10, Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Romans 16:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 
Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 
+  +  + 

 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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